
Scripture Ramble 

 

Chaos, disorganization, disunity – all words I think of sometimes now that toys are thrown all 

across the office floor, and I have to do some nifty footwork to dodge a careening Maeve in her 

walker.  I remember those times with Sedona and Silas and I guess (maybe?) I am ready this time.  

Those words are also some I thought when I first sat with the scripture this week - the disruption 

in their lives that many of the early believers faced.  We are so removed from that time that we 

may not appreciate what risks they ran just in confessing Christ, of being those messianic people, 

as the Greek word christianos was defined.  There was no glory in being called one of those then.  

Of course, I believe the scripture applies to what the church faces in the world in every age, but 

what we face in our own day is definitely different – although the implications for us and the 

world in how we live out our witness to Christ is the same. 

 

In the early decades of the church, many of the first believers experienced it as chaos and 

uncertainty as differing groups lived out their respective calls from the Holy Spirit of Christ, 

facing short periods of intense persecution along with constant low levels of prejudice and 

oppression.  Peter's letter from Babylon (Rome) to the whole exilic people of Christ was written in 

order to encourage them in their faith, and the gospel according to John helped to provide a 

corrective to certain differing perspectives about Christ that many had been arguing about. 

 

Here in chapter 17 of John we have a long, rather mystical prayer in which we listen in to Jesus 

praying for all of his disciples (then and now).  “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”  Our dear Lord Jesus lovingly and 

longingly asks the Father for things that could also be reflected in the well-known words of the 

Nicene Creed that we recite sometimes on Communion Sundays.  He prays that his Body, the 

church, the children of God, brothers and sisters of the Lord himself, might be one, holy, catholic, 

and apostolic as we live out our lives together under the direction of the Holy Spirit of God 

Himself.   

 

Jesus prays here for our unity, our oneness in purpose and spirit, just as He was one with the 

Father.  What a wonderful grace given to us if we would but let the Spirit lead us in all our 

deliberations and actions!  I think of all the different church groups (especially all the differing 

Presbyterian ones!) - interesting history but ultimately depressing.  I guess you could say 

positively that they are all simply looking at Jesus in a rich variety of different ways, but we all 

know that this diversity can quickly become a controversy as each group jumps on the errors of 

the others, and of course then denies the Christian character of the same.  For that reason, it is 

especially important for us to hear all these years later, this plea of the Lord - “Holy Father, keep 

them in your care, so that they will be united just as we are.”  That is why even though this is a 

difficult time for the church, it has been encouraging to see the coordination by many in how we 

might continue to minister in Christ's name in and through this pandemic – sharing resources, 

sharing of services, prayer for each other. 

 

Jesus also prays to make us pure and holy through the teaching of the words of truth.  A holy 

community that is set apart - specifically by our being rooted in Jesus the very Word of God.  As 

Peter also reminds them in his letter, Jesus was not truly a part of this world – it rejected him.  And 

they, as exilic members of his body, living his life by the Spirit of God, centered in the Word, will 



also find themselves rejected.  They were already being thrown out of the synagogues and publicly 

questioned as to their beliefs.  As we saw last week, the Romans considered them the definition of 

outsiders (antisocial) because they would not consent to be a part of their own society if it called 

on them to deny Christ.  So, they found themselves, for Christ's sake, what Paul himself had called 

refuse, rejects, those suffering for the sake of the salvation of the world.   

 

That is what Christ has called us to, what he prayed for us to be - holy and pure resulting only 

from our faithfulness to God's Spirit.  Thus, by our very loyalty to Christ, we are set apart from the 

normal, everyday, sinful culture that surrounds us.  Simply by putting Christ and His Way first in 

our lives, we naturally challenge the status quo - what the majority consider normal, popular, 

acceptable or true.  Simply by following his way of servanthood and stewardship, by centering our 

lives in God's word of justice, love, and peace, we are set apart by a world still ruled by the 

elemental spirits that seem normal and give stability to life and yet are in opposition to Christ and 

His way.  We can be so easily tempted back into that kind of slavery, though, as Paul alludes to in 

Galatians, by those hidden and indirect ways that most of us experience; becoming lazy in our 

faith, giving up on Christ's difficult way of the cross, blending in once again with the powers and 

principalities that make enslaved life look normal, desirable in its ordinary brutality.  Those ways 

are nicely paved, but Jesus' path is quite narrow and full of obstacles.  A difficult way; thus the 

importance of being called to it and empowered to follow it by the very Holy Spirit of God, 

trusting in this faithful Creator and his grace to lead us in obedience.  For, as Peter writes, the end 

of all things has come near in this gospel (the life, death, and resurrection of Messiah Jesus) and 

the judgment begins in the household of God first.  So all of them then and all of us now are 

bound up in this one Lord of all - that is where identity is solely based, all of our lives, all of our 

decisions, all of who we really are.  It is in Christ alone, no matter the circumstances we are living 

through.  Our lives are hidden with Christ in God. 

 

In thinking of our ultimate identity based in Christ alone, I was reminded of worshipping one 

Sunday morning in an Orthodox Church in Atlanta while I was attending seminary.  It was a very 

strange environment for a country bumpkin from the mountains.  The language was Greek, a 

language I had studied, but things were being said much too fast for me to follow.    The priest and 

attendants stood on one side and the people on the other and there was no place to sit down.  The 

altar screen of saints blocked much of the view of what was going on.  During the course of the 

service, people kept getting up and going into side chapels to pray.  However, when suddenly 

everyone began to pass the peace of Christ to greet one another, I knew that surely I did belong, 

even in the strangeness, because they greeted me in Jesus' name.  My Lord and their Lord.  We 

shared a common identity in him if nothing else.  And in the quiet of our confession, scattered all 

over this county sheltering in our homes, we can be assured that, with millions of other people all 

around the world, whom we have never met, we share a common identity as the Body of Christ.  

Jesus himself is the one who binds us together in the very Spirit of God and continues to pray and 

intercede for our unity and holiness with the Father.   

 

And all of that is for God's glory and for the continued mission of Jesus in the world.  “As you 

sent me, so I send them.”  The word there is apostelein – to send out – to be emissaries or 

ambassadors.  For some that meant being sent on some far-flung itinerary but for most of these 

Peter is writing to, it was simply to be the sent-out ones, the called-out and then sent-out ones, 

right in their day to day everyday lives, right in their home towns.  Isn't that what it is for us as 



well?  How are we being sent out as Christ's ambassadors in the midst of this pandemic?  In 

staying at home, how can we be the sent-out ones for Christ? 

 

Most importantly, Peter says that we must be diligent in our prayers and humble ourselves under 

the mighty hand of God, realizing of course that God is a gracious God and cares for us.  Cast all 

your cares on him and be steadfast in the faith, knowing that all your brothers and sisters, not only 

right here in this community, but all around the world, are undergoing the same sorts of suffering.  

Give it all to the Lord - your fears, your joys, your boredom, your exaltation, your depression, 

everything – for He has now ascended and sits on the right hand of the Father, always making 

intercession for us – our great High Priest. 

 

Peter writes something here that I like to charge all newly ordained and/or installed officers of the 

church with: 

 

The end of all things is near; therefore, be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your 
prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins.  Be 
hospitable to one another without complaining.  Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.  Whoever speaks must do so 
as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God 
supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory 
and the power forever and ever. Amen.  
 

 


