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The grace and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! 

 

Tomorrow is the 50
th

 anniversary of Earth Day, and I am mindful of how precious and beautiful God's 

blessings have been (and continue to be) towards all of humanity on this speck of dust spinning in an 

infinity of empty space.  All you have to do is take a moment and breathe in, breathe out.  Even with all 

of us staying behind shut doors like the first disciples in Jerusalem after Jesus' death, we can still look 

out our windows and see God's goodness embodied in this creation we have been commanded to be 

stewards of.  I am looking out my back window here on Ogden Ave. and can see the beauty of the lake 

with the sun sparkling down on the blue waves rolling into the bay - whitecaps appearing and 

disappearing - shadows of the clouds dancing upon the waters.  Maybe the fish, birds, and other 

animals are exulting in that, as well, beyond my limited sight?  

 

It reminds me of one of the scriptures for the Octave of Easter - Jesus showing himself (once again) to 

the disciples beside the seashore in Galilee.  There they let down their nets and catch a bunch of fish at 

Jesus' command, and he prepares breakfast and breaks bread with them.   

 

John 21:1-14 
 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed 

himself in this way.  Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 

Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.  Simon Peter said to them, “I am 

going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that 

night they caught nothing. 

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus 

said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.”  He said to them, 

“Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were 

not able to haul it in because there were so many fish.  That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 

“It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was 

naked, and jumped into the sea.  But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, 

for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.  Jesus said to 

them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the 

net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net 

was not torn.  Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask 

him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.  Jesus came and took the bread and gave it 



to them, and did the same with the fish.  This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the 

disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 

These intimate companions of Jesus, witnesses to everything that he has done - all the miracles, the 

teachings, the zeal for the LORD God he has shown, the tenderness and affection he has poured out on 

the sick, the poor, the outcasts, the sinners, the righteousness he has proclaimed in the face of those 

who have forgotten God's way, all of it! - still have little faith.  Granted, the circumstances surrounding 

the last week of Jesus' life have been brutal and tested them deeply in many ways.  They have all failed 

Jesus, but Jesus has already forgiven them and appears in order to breathe on them the Holy Spirit!  

But, even after that, they doubt and despair and decide to go back to their old lives before Jesus called 

them.  Peter says, “I'm going fishing.”  Haha!  That sounds familiar, doesn't it?  That is what Peter 

knows best.  But he is still acting like things are just like before, instead of totally new and renewed.  

And that is where Jesus finds them, just like he found them behind those locked upper-room doors.     

 

Jesus finds them  -  and the new creation God has inaugurated in and through him is manifested in this 

abundance of fish.  Eden is restored in Jesus' life, death, and resurrection, and the disciples are to 

partake of it and proclaim it to the ends of the earth. When Jesus was raised from the dead, he was the 

firstfruits of God's plan of salvation, of new creation, of a new heavens and a new earth.  We are part of 

that (Praise God!!), engrafted by God's mercy upon the people of His own heart, Israel.  We all have a 

call to live this new life as a foretaste now of what will happen when Jesus returns, the full Kingdom of 

God.  To live out the way life was supposed to be in the Garden of Eden, tending to the Garden and 

walking in the way with our God in the cool of the day.  

 

And just as Adam and Eve did not trust the Lord, and therefore disobeyed, we continue to do so as 

well, don't we? Haven't we failed in our stewardship of the earth?  In living out God's abundance with 

all of creation?  Isn't this virus and its consequences we are all experiencing somehow part of not 

following God's command to take care of the earth (which includes everyone and every living thing, 

including our enemies)?   

 

I was reading yesterday about what has happened since most of us have been sheltering in place all 

over the globe - less pollution in the air, less greenhouse gases, clearer skies, no smog in some major 

metropolitan cities, jellyfish exploring up the now clear Venice canals, animals wandering about 

(almost cavorting!) because the noise of human activity has gone.  But will that last?  Can it if people 

are to be employed and make a living?  That is an important question to consider but maybe one just as 

true (or moreso?) - can we afford not to continue in some fashion like we have been doing the past 

month so that our children and our children's children will have an earth to live on?  Maybe our way of 

life needs to change, experience conversion?  When you listen to other peoples and understand how 

they live in other parts of the world, you become mindful that the earth certainly cannot sustain 

everyone at the level we are used to here in America.  As I have been in conversation with some of you, 

I also realize that many of us do not have the luxury of being in quarantine.  Thus, the argument for 

opening up the economy again, allowing people to work so that they can make money, which they do 

need to survive in the way we have structured our economy to function.  But of course, we all know it 

is not for the money (which has no value in itself) but for what it can provide.  But does our way of 

living together as a people have to be set up this way, and, more importantly, is it what God would 

want?  Is this our chance to change?  To follow the Lord instead of our own way and the way of 

Mammon, the too-frequent idol that captures our attention?  Is sacrifice in Mammon's name more 

important than life itself?  What is the church's call in all of this?  Can we help others to not be afraid to 

follow after Christ and His economy rather than Mammon's?  



 

Maybe the Lord is allowing us some redeemed time to live in reverent fear so that we might take our 

stewardship of the whole earth seriously and rethink our priorities when it comes to being our brothers' 

and sisters' keepers.  

 

1 Peter 1:17-21 
 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 
reverent fear during the time of your exile.  You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation 
of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake.  Through him you have come to 
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on 
God.  
 

We Christians live as exiles embodying God's new heavens and new earth through Jesus' gifts and the 

Holy Spirit's power.  We are here to live God's justice and mercy for the whole earth – as witnesses to 

this good news of God's Way.  Maybe the church's call in this time is to seriously push the conversation 

forward and explore how our way of life now is not what God intended for the earth.  As Jesus showed 

over and over again in his ministry, and to these disciples once again by the seashore, in God's 

economy there is an abundance and enough for everyone.  In Christ, the Kingdom of God has fully 

come and it is jubilee, it is salvation, it is all debts paid and everyone set free to truly follow the Lord 

God.  It is exactly what God did for us, isn't it?  It is what we celebrate at the Resurrection.  And God 

calls us to partake of it, live it out in our own lives, and proclaim it to the ends of the earth.  So, in this 

unprecendented time, how do we embody the Kingdom and show ourselves as the good stewards God 

has called us to be?  Maybe it is to live with enough for our lives and no more, enough because we 

understand and live out the promise that God is our lot and our inheritance, our portion forever, and 

nothing else.   

 

Psalm 73:25-26  
 

Whom have I in heaven but you? 
And there is nothing on earth that I desire other than you. 
My flesh and my heart may fail, 
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  
 

 Maybe part of putting that into action is to once again take seriously how the first believers lived out 

the joy they found in Christ and how the Holy Spirit had called them to embody the Kingdom.  How 

can we live this out today? 

 

Acts 2:43-47 

 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  All 

who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and 

goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time 

together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 

praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 



those who were being saved.  
 

Important questions and many things to ponder for those of us called by God to be his holy people in 

this time.  Please give me a call and let's talk about these things, maybe something the Lord has laid on 

your heart as a response to what I have written.  Please continue to pray for one another and that the 

Lord God might hear our cries for healing and conversion of heart.   

 

May the words of Psalm 116 (vss. 7-10) truly be fulfilled in all of us:  Return, O my soul, to your rest, 

for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.  For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from 

tears, my feet from stumbling.  I walk before the Lord in the land of the living. I kept my faith, even 

when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.” 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all!!! 

 

 

  Kyle 

 

 

 

 

 


