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First Presbyterian Church 

819 First Avenue South 

Escanaba MI 49829 
 

 

Message from Session on resuming worship 
 
At its June 11, 2020 meeting Session took up the question of resuming in-person worship inside 
the church building. 

 

Previously, Hal, John, Jan and Kyle had met to discuss the topic and the various guidance 
materials we have received, both on the question of when and of how – what precautions must 
be taken to protect the congregation when we get back together, and how long we must 
continue to take those. These considerations were shared in a specially called meeting of 
Session on May 28, along with consideration of the results of the survey of the congregation 
that was spearheaded by John, Cilla and Rita after the May 14 meeting. 

 
The June 11 discussion was clear headed and detailed, as we considered the public health 

situation, the easing of the governor’s social restrictions and the actions taken by other 
churches, in light of the survey responses and our overriding concern about balancing the 
physical and spiritual welfare and needs of our own church family. 

 
It was suggested that we pick a target date to reopen the church for worship and then 
determine the protocols and precautionary measures that must be followed for the time being. 
Initially July 12 was proposed, however, considering the expected influx of out of town friends 
and family members and the generally accepted 14-day isolation period after potential 
exposure, the target date was moved to July 19. 

 

Understanding that over time there may need to be adjustments to our worship plans, it was 
decided to begin worship services in the church on July 19th at 10:00 under the following 
temporary precautions: 

 
Access to the building for Sunday worship will be limited to the sanctuary and rest rooms, with 
the fellowship hall and parlor available as necessary to practice social distancing. Masks and 
physical distancing will be required in the church. 

 
Pew seating will be arranged to allow family units to sit together while safe distancing from 
others. Collection plates will be taken to worshippers directly by the ushers rather than passed. 

 
Sadly, there will be no physical passing of the peace, hymn singing or unison reading/recitation 
for the time being, although we will be working with music director Ann Wood to provide 
instrumental music. 
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To facilitate social distancing, the congregation is encouraged to use multiple entrance and exit 
points including the old First Avenue northwest narthex door, the northeast door, and the 
main entry. The elevator should be occupied only by family units and not by multiple 
individuals. The ushers will dismiss the congregation starting from the back rows in order to 
limit walking past others. Fellowship hour is suspended. Worshippers are asked to directly 
proceed outside. Any post-church socializing is limited to outside areas; there should be no 
mingling in the building. 

 

There will be no nursery care or children’s time, although families are encouraged to bring their 
kids to join us in worship. 

 
We recognize that these precautionary measures will result in worship being somewhat 
foreshortened, and we are sympathetic to those who want this situation to be over and for 
things to return to the way they were before the pandemic struck. At the same time, we are 
mindful of those who have indicated that they will not join us in collective worship any time 
soon, perhaps not until there is a vaccine against the coronavirus. We ask one and all to 

continue to express and carry God’s love and mercy to all our brothers and sisters within our 
church family and throughout all creation. 

 
We will continue to record and provide the message for those who prefer to access it remotely. 

 
Again, these measures are temporary; the situation remains fluid and we will monitor and 

adjust as advisable. “To everything there is a purpose,” and when God’s purpose is fulfilled, we 
will come together as we did before and rejoice. 


