
     Scripture Ramble 

 

Continuing on from last week in the 14th chapter of John, Jesus seems to be speaking directly to 

us.  Let not your hearts be troubled...I am going away to create a place for you... I will come 

again to receive you to myself... if you love me you will keep my commandments and the Father 

and I will make our home (take up residence) with you. 

 

Such a blessing!  God himself will come and live with us, in our very being, our hearts if we but 

trust and obey the Lord Jesus!  Surely comforting words for troubled hearts.  And troubled times 

these are, aren't they?  I find that troubled times are times that can bring us to the foundation of 

our faith.  When things are going just fine, too often we are prone to let our relationship with the 

Lord take the hindmost.  However, when the times of trial come, we very quickly turn our hearts 

and minds and souls to the Lord, who is our Redeemer and ever present help in trouble.  Hear 

again these words from the Psalm for this week: 

 

Bless our God, O peoples, 

let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept us among the living, 

and has not let our feet slip. 

For you, O God, have tested us; 

you have tried us as silver is tried. 

You brought us into the net; 

you laid burdens on our backs; 

you let people ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and through water; 

yet you have brought us out to a spacious place. 
 
Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me.  
 

 

You have tried us as silver is tried and yet brought us through those troubled days, O Lord.  

Troubling just like the early days of the church when 1 Peter was written to encourage those 

believers in the faith.  In their suffering, they are pointed to Jesus, who also suffered, but now is 

eternally at the right hand of God where the power to make all things right dwells.  Final victory 

awaits in Jesus.  And they can be assured of that and share in it by embodying in their own lives 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus  -  who was not ashamed to be embodied for their sake, 

as well -  to be found in human form as the early church hymn puts it in Philippians 2.  What we 

talked about last week in regards to being a witness, a martyr, to Christ, continues on in the 

church and is its most compelling testimony to the world.   

 

I have always thought it was interesting what some Roman rulers of the time thought of 

followers of Christ.  We have correspondence of Pliny the Younger, a governor of one of the 



Roman provinces, to Emperor Trajan concerning his investigation of these upstart church folk.  

This was written in about 112: 

 

 in the case of those who were denounced to me as Christians, I have observed the 

 following procedure:  I interrogated these as to whether they were Christians; those who 

 confessed I interrogated a second and a third time, threatening them with punishment; 

 those who persisted I ordered executed.  For I had no doubt that, whatever the nature of 

 their creed, stubbornness and inflexible obstinacy surely deserve to be punished.   

 

So, obviously, some of them who probably were believers were too afraid to confess and others 

felt like it was important to remain committed to their witness, even unto death.  Stubborn and 

inflexible even under torture and threat of death – to what were they holding so stubbornly?  

Could they not be good Roman citizens as well as following and professing Christ?  We know 

from history that people were asked to come before the local authorities and make a sacrifice of 

incense and wine in the name of Caesar, thus showing he was of divine origin, son of god.  

Many times nothing more was expected, just that little thing in order to be at peace with 

everyone else, and many Christians did and were encouraged to do so.  Why would participating 

in that make them any less Christian since they didn't really believe Caesar was Lord, anyway?  

Something we have struggled with down through the ages, even until now, because the church 

has always used the social and cultural givens of a particular people to then present the 

supremacy of the gospel – which might then turn that society on its head because the gospel is 

foundational and antithetical to the worldly powers and authorities (as Peter alludes to in v. 22).  

However, if the church allows the gospel to be totally assimilated by any culture (and that 

includes our own) then that leads to its subordination and not its taking all things captive to the 

Lord Jesus Christ, thus falling prey to all those powers that promise well-being and claim our 

allegiance.  Who are those false lords and powers we give our allegiance to today – nation, 

people, law, justice, freedom, rights, global economy, the market, education, science, doctors, 

medicine, vaccines, truth, beauty, pleasure, wealth, fame, security – when we don't put Jesus 

first in all things?  What are those little compromises we think we can safely make and still 

claim the name of Christ? 

  

 

These verses starting at v. 18 in 1 Peter 3 almost sound like the beginning of a profession of 

faith, an early creed; perhaps because that is how it was evolving in their own lives of trouble 

and suffering.  They were asserting that they could count on God to keep his promise and be 

with them through it all, no matter what.  All the floodwaters would be turned into something 

positive, a blessing, a sign that God would save in the midst of such chaos and confusion, like 

the Ark on the floodwaters, like walking through the Red Sea salvation, like the baptismal 

waters, like Jesus three days in the tomb and yet beating down the doors to Sheol (to the devil's 

dominion) and breaking free all the prisoners there as he was raised up to the light, the sign of 

Jonah in the deep below the mountains under the waters.  Even there God heard his voice and 

raised him to new life.  That is the church on the waters of this life, the safe passage to a new 

heavens and a new earth, Christ's very Body, infused with the Holy Spirit of God. 



 


